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1 • (Currently Amended) A network system for facilitating the negotiation and 
piirchase of goods or services for buyers cmd sellers, the system comprising: 

a host processor system; 

at least one buyer computer terraitial including a display, operated by a buyer 
of goods or services; 

at least one seller computer terminal including a display, operated by a seller of 
goods or services; 

a first ye al time two-way communication cotmectiotv for connecting said buyer 
computer terminal to said seller computer terminals through said host processor 
system, said fitrst comrnvmication connection for transmitting transaction data, input by 
a buyer into said buyer computer tenninalj in real time to said seller computer terminal 
for display to the seller and for transmitting transaction data input by a seller into said 
seller computer terminal in real time to said buyer computer teraiinal for display to the 
buyer; and 
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a second real tim e tw o-way communication connection for connecting a buyer 
operating said buyer computer terminal and a seller operating said seller computer 
teraiinal, said second communication connection co mected simultan,eoj;j5ly during 
said_jtot_eQmmunicatio n connection and jermitting real time tv ^rway speech 
communication between buyers and sellers for facilitating the real time spoken 
negotiations for the purchase and sale of goods or services over the network system. 



2, (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services of Claim 1 wherein said fu^ connection means includes tlie global 
network system commonly referred to as the Internet. 



3, (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services of Claim 1 wherein said second connection means includes a telephone 
connection connecting two telephones for permitting a buyer and seller to talk wi th one 
another. 



4, (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 2 wherein said second connection means is 
a two-way audio link transmitted over the Internet. 

"3- 
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5. (Original.) The network system, for facilitating the negotiation and pmtrhase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 1 wherein said purchase data includes a 
description of goods or services? for sale by the seller and an offer price for the goods or 



services. 



6. (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 1 further comprising: 

a plurality of seller terminals for a plurality of sellers of goods or services; 

said seller terminals each including a database storijig an inventory of goods or 
services for sale by the seller; 

said host processor system being connected to said databases for accessing said 
inventories, and including inventory analysis means for analyzing said inventories for 
connecting a buyer terminal to a selected seller terminal based upon buyer 
identification ijtformation provided by the buyer terminal. 



7. (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 6 wherein said buyer identification 
information includes tlic buyers location. 

-4- 



Received from < 9497241255 > at 4/23/03 12:03:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



PPR-e3-E003 08:49 FROM : DRUMf^^i&DUCKWORTH 9497241255 ^■0:17037467206 P:6/26 



8. (OriginaJ) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 6 wherein said buyer identification 
information further comprises a description of the goods or services sought to be purchased. 



9. (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 1 wherein the goods or services include 
vehicles. 



1 0* (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 6 wherein the goods or services include 
vehicles. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) A network system for facilitating the negotiation and 
purchase of goods or services for buyers and sellers, the system comprising: 

a host processor system; 

at least one buyer computer terminal including a display, operated by buyer of 
goods or services; 
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at least one primaiy seller computer terminal including a display, operated by a 
primary seller of goods or services; 

a virtual seller computer terminal including a display, operated by a virtual 
seller of goods or services who is not the primarv seller , said virtual seller including a 
database storing product informati on concerning the goods or services of the primary 
seller; 

a first |" eal time tw o-way communication connection for selectively connecting 
said buyer computer terminal to said primary seller computer tenninal or said virtual 
computer seller through said host processor system, said first communication 
connection for transmitting transaction data concerning the purchase of goods or 
services of said primary seller, input by a buyer into said buyer computer terminal, in 
real time to said seller computer terminal or to said virtual seller computer terminal for 
display to said seller and for transmitting transaction data, input by a seller into said 
seller computer tenninal or said virtual seller computer terminal, in real time to said 
buyer computer terminal for display to the buyer; and 

said host processor system including processing means for selectively 
connecting a buyer computer terminal to either a primary seller computer terminal or a 
virtual seller computer based upon predetermined criteria. 

-6- 
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12. (Original) A network system for facilitating the negotiation, and purchase of 
goods or services for buyers and sellers of Claim 1 1 wherein said predetermined criteria 
includes a determination of whether the primary seller has ceased sales operations. 

1 3 . (Original) A network system for fecilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods or services for buyers and sellers of Claim 12 wherein said primary seller operates and 
ceases sales operations during predetermined periods of the day and said host processor 
processing means connects a buyer computei' terminal to a virtual seller computer based upon 
a dctcmiination that said primary seller has ceased sales operations for the day. 

14. (Original) A network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods or services for buyers and sellers of Claim 1 1 wherein said predetermined criteria 
includes a determination of whether a primary seller is located within a predetermined 
distance of the buyer. 

15. (Original) A network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods or services for buyers and sellers of Claim 1 1 wherein said predetentiined criteria 
includes a dctcmiination of whether a primary seller is located wi thin a predetermined 
distance of the buyer and a determination of whether the primary seller has goods or services 
sought to be purchased by the buyer* 

.7. 



Received from < 9497241255 > at 4/23/03 12:03:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



fiPR-E3-2003 08:50 FROM : DRUMr^^&DUCKWORTH 9497241E55 



: 17037467206 



P:9''26 



16. (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 11 wherein the goods or services include 
vehicles. 

1 7. (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 15 wherein the goods or services include 
vehicles, 

18. (Original) A network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchajse of 
goods or services for buyers and sellers of Claim 1 1 further comprising; 

a second communication connection for connecting a buyer operating said 
buyer computer terminal and a primary seller operating said primary seller computer 
tcnninal or virtual seller operating said virtual seller computer terminal, said second 
communication connection permitting real time speech communication between 
buyers and sellers for facilitating the real time spoken negotiations for the purchase 
and sale of goods or seiMces over the network system. 



^8^ 
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19. (Original) A network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods or services for buyers and sellers of Claim 12 further comprising: 

a second communication connection for connecting a buyer operating said 
buyer computer tcmiinal and a primary seller operating said primary seller computer 
terminal or virtual seller operating said virtual seller computer terminal, said second 
communication cormcction permitting real time speech communication between 
buyers and sellers for facilitating the real time spoken negotiations for the purchase 
and sale of goods or services over the network system, 

20. (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 18 wherein tlie goods or services include 
vehicles, 

21 . (Currently Amended) A method of facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods or services for buyers and sellers comprising Hie steps of: 

providing a host processor system interconnected with a plurality of sellers and 
buyers of goods or services; 

.9^ 
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transmitting buyer identification information by a buyer of goods or sendees to 
the host processor system; 

selecting one of the plurality of sellers based upon the buyer identification 
information by the buyer; 

providing a te_aLtmej3yp_"W_ay data connection between the buyer and the 
selected seller for transmitting transaction data from the buyer in real time for visual 
display of the purchase data to the seller and for transmitting transaction data 
concerning the purchase of goods or services of said primary seller from the seller in 
real time for visual display of the purchase data to the buyer; and 

providing a real time two-way speech connection between the buyer and the 
selected seller connected simultaneously during said first communication connection 
and for permitting real time speech communication between the buyer and the selected 
seller for facilitating the real time spoken negotiations for the purchase and sale of 
goods or services, 

22. (Original) The method of facilitating the negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers or services of Claim 21 wherein the buyer identification 
information provided by the buyer includes the buyer location. 

-10- 
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23. (Original) The method of facilitating the negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim 21 further comprising the steps of: 

compiling inventory records by the plurality of sellers corresponding to the 
inventory of goods or services offered for sale by the plurality of sellers; 

transmitting the inventory records from the plurality of sellers to the host 
processor system; and 

wherein the buyer identification information by the buyer includes a 
description of goods or services sought to be purchased* 

24. (Originial) The method of facilitating the negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim 23 further comprising the steps of: 

searching the inventory records for a seller having goods or services sought to 
be purchased by a buyer; and 

the step of selecting one of the plurality of sellers is based upon results of 
searching the inventory records for a seller having goods or services sought to be 
purchased by the buyer. 

"11" 
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25. (Original) The method of facilitating the negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim 23 further comprising the steps of 

obtaining credit and financial infonnation from a buyer; and 

detennimng whether the buyer js financially capable of paying for goods or 
services sought to be purchased based upon the credit and financial information of the 
buyer, 

26. (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 21 wherein the goods or services include 
vehicles, 

27. (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 22 wherein the goods or services include 
vehicles. 



"12" 
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28. (Currently Amended) A method of facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods or services for buyers and sellers comprising the steps of: 

providing a host processor system interconnected with at least one primary 
seller of goods or services, at least one virtual seller wboJlsjiiotJjbe prixiiary sell er 
including a database storing product infonnation concerning the goods or services of 
the primary seller; and a plurality of buyers of goods or services; 

transmitting buyer identification information by a buyer to the host processor 

system; 

selecting the virtual seller or a primary seller by the host processor system 
based upon predetermined criteria; 

providing a real time two-wav data connection between the buyer and the 
selected primary seller or virtual seller for transmitting transaction data from the buyer 
in real time for visual display of tlie purchase data to the seller and for transmitting 
transaction data from the seller in real time for visual display of the pxmchase data to 
the buyer. 



-13- 
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29. (Original) The method for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim 28 further comprising the step of: 

determining whether the primary seller has ceased sales operations; and 

selecting the virtual seller or a primary seller by the host processor syatexn is 
based upon the determination of whether the primary seller has ceased sales 
operations, 

30. (Original) The method for facilitating the negotiation and purclmse of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim 29 wherein said primary seller operates and ceases 
sales operations during predetermined periods of the day, 

3 1 . (Original) The mctliod for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim 28 further comprising the step of: 

determining the location of the buyer; and 

the step of selecting the virtual seller or a primary seller by the host processor 
system is based upon the determination of the location of the buyer. 

"14" 
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32. (Original) The method for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim. 28 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the location of the buyer; and 

determining what goods or services arc sought to be purchased by the buyer; 

and 

the step of selecting the virtual seller or a primary seller by the host processor 
system is based upon the detetmination of the locati on of the buyer and the 
determination of what goods or services are sought to be purchased by the buyer. 

33 . (Original) The method for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim 28 further comprising the step of: 

providing a second communication comiection between a buyer and a primary 
seller or virtual seller, the second communication connection pcmiitting real time 
speech communication between the buyers and sellers for facilitating the real time 
spoken negotiations for the purchase and sale of goods or services over the network 
system. 

-15- 



Received from < 94)7241255 > at 4/23/03 12:03:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



flPR-23-E003 08:52 FROM : DRUMMJ^EcDUCKWORTH 9497241255 



: 1703T46720S 



P: 17^26 



34, (Qrigml) The method for facilitattng the negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim 32 further comprising the step of: 

providing a second communication connection between a buyer and a primary 
seller or virtual seller, the second communication connection permitting real time 
speech communication between the buyers and sellers for fecilitating the real time 
spoken negotiations for the purchase and sale of goods or services over the network 
system. 

35* (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 28 wherein the goods or services include 
vehicles, 

36. (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 33 wherein the goods or services include 
vehicles. 



-16^ 
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37, (Previously Amended) A method of facilitating the ncgotiatioti and purchase 
of goods or services for buyers and sellers comprising the steps of: 

providing a host processor system interconnected with a plurality of sellers of 
goods or services; 

providing at least one buyer of goods or services corresponding to buyer 
identification information; 

transmitting buyer identification information fi-om the buyer of goods or 
services to the host processor system; 

selecting one of the plurality of sellers by the host processor based upon the 
buyer identification information; and 

providing a two-way real time communication connection between the buyer 
and the selected seller through the host processor system. 



"17" 



Received from < 9497241255 > at 4/23/03 12:03:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



PPR-23-2003 08:53 FROM : DRUMfllfc&DUCKWORTH 9497241255 



: 17037467206 



P: 19^26 



38, (Original) The method of facilitating the negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim 37 wherein the communication connection is a data 
connection for transmitting transaction data from the buyer in real time for visual display of 
the purchase data to the seller and for transmitting transaction data from the seller in real time 
for visual display of the purchase data to the buyer. 

39, (Original) The method of facilitating tlie negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim 37 wherein the communi cations connection is a 
speech connection between the buyer and the selected seller for pennitting real time speech 
communication between the buyer and the selected seller for facilitating the real time spoken 
negotiations for the purchase and sale of goods or services. 

40, (Original) The method of facilitating the negotiation and purchase of goods or 
services for buyers and sellers of Claim 39 further comprising the steps of: 

connecting a buyer operated buyer computer terminal to a host processor; 

providing an alpha-numerical transaction identifier to the buyer from the host 
processor based on the buyer identification number; 
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placing a tclqjhone call by the buyer to the host processor; 

providing the alpha-numerical transaction identifier over the telephoriie call 
from the buyer to the host processor by the buyer pressing keys on the phone 
corresponding to the alpha-numerical transaction identifier; and 

the step of providing the speech connection between the buyer and the selected 
seller through the host processor system is initiated in response to the host processor 
receiving the ajpha-numcrical transaction identifier and includes tx>uting the telephone 
call from the buyer to the host processor to the selected seller. 



41 . (Original) The network system for facilitating the negotiation and purchase of 
goods and services for buyers and seller of Claim 40 wherein the goods or services include 
vehicles. 
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